PAGE  
4

MINISTRY
   Whew!  The past 5 weeks seems like a blur:  drove to Los Angeles; attended a great conference with John & Carol Arnott, Randy Clark, Bill Johnson, Rolland & Heidi Baker, etc.; flew to Mexico for about 3 weeks; returned to minister for a week with Clayton Golliher at the Dream Center; spent a weekend with my precious daughter Jeannine & family; drove home.  Some highlights:

· Conference at Harvest Rock Church, pastor Che Ahn.  Besides the outstanding teaching, the highlight for me was to be prayed for by John Arnott, by Rolland & Heidi Baker (who have the DNA of Mother Teresa), and by Randy Clark.  Randy laid hands on me and prophesied over me twice!  (It was like grabbing the generator at Boulder Dam!  I won’t try to describe what happened, but think of the Roadrunner cartoon.  Beep, beep!)  The important thing was the prophecies that Randy spoke concerning my life and ministry, and also for the prophecy regarding my physical healing.  Pray for me to contend faithfully and vigorously for what God has planned for me to do to glorify Him.  And since God also has a destiny in mind for you, you might start doing some contending in that area also.  Ha! 
· Ministry in Mexico:  Taught & ministered almost 3 weeks to the staff of Casa de Ninoes, an orphanage in Tepic Nayarit.  Grace Halverson, a missionary from Oregon, is in her mid-70’s (forgive me, Grace!) who has served at the orphanage for 20 years, since her husband died.  Her life is an inspiration.  I also taught in 4 churches in Tepic, Jalisco, and Le Penita on the Pacific coast.  The pastor at La Penita, a loving, dignified man, had been going through a difficult and painful time.  At the end of my time there he told me that he had been planning to take a leave of absence from his church, but he felt that my coming was a divine appointment, that he felt refreshed and encouraged and would continue in ministry. PTL!
· Grace and I ministered one morning to a husband, wife, and 2 sons.  The husband, Luis, reminded me of the Sphinx.  He told me that he had not laughed or cried for 17 years.  He father was a brutal man who beat his children if they displayed any emotion, and Luis’ emotions were frozen.  When we prayed for him his body became rigid and he slid out of the folding chair onto the floor.  The Holy Spirit ministered to his heart, and after 15 minutes he started weeping loudly, and then he started laughing.  He was then able to get up, he asked his family to forgive him, and he then hugged each of his boys with much weeping and rejoicing.  I think that was the first time he had ever hugged them.  (I love this ministry!)
· I had a Friday as a rest day, and David, an American from Oregon, took Russ (Director of the orphanage) and me bass fishing on a huge lake (photo) at Agua Milpa.  Milpa is an Indian word for corn, I think this reservoir is used to irrigate the cornfields.  David had been an architectural engineer from Oregon.  He and his wife visited the orphanage with their church.  He went fishing on Agua Milpa, one of the best bass lakes in the world.  (The 3 of us caught between 80 and 90 bass, nice bass, on lures in a half-day and had twice that many get loose before we got them in the boat.  We released all of them.)  David and his wife felt led to quit their jobs, to take some beautiful fishing boats to Mexico, and to start a bass-fishing business for Americans.  The first part of all income will go to the orphanage.  (Lord, how about calling me to something like that?)  If you are interested in a bass-fishing bonanza, e-mail me for contact information.

· We prayed for the lady principal of the Christian school which is a part of the orphanage.  She is a very intelligent lady.  Her story about her 16-year old son (confirmed by Grace Halverson) amazed me.  The boy is a musical prodigy on the violin and other instruments who has been featured with the Mexican Philharmonic Orchestra.  He is a deeply committed Christian who feels called to the nation of Israel to initiate classical praise music.  (Do you see the uniqueness of God’s destiny for each of us?)  He started studying Hebrew a few months ago, and on one afternoon he received a download from God and thereafter could read, write, and speak the Hebrew language perfectly!  (Something like this is my only chance to learn Spanish well, and I have been praying, but so far God has not come through.)
· On my return from Mexico I spent a week at Hope for Homeless Youth in Hollywood.  One afternoon counseled a sweet looking lady with a horrendous past.  Her father and his family were members of the Mafia with murder and violence as a way of life.  This lady had been ministered to many times but was tormented with memories, dreams and visions of violence.  As I broke generational curses, she started growling like an animal (goose-bump time!) and then vomiting.  This went on and on.  Finally she looked up with a smile and said, “I felt it leave!”  She started praising and thanking God.
· A note of reality and balance:  Not all our ministry culminated in a victorious praise time.  The ministry with many counselees is like slogging through a dark swamp, feeling after crocodiles that are hidden beneath the surface.  The hidden enemies are a combination of pride, lies, demons, wounds, entrenched evil words, etc., and in many cases there is a resistance (based on fear, pride, lies, etc.) deeply entrenched within the person.  In other words, it is a lot of work, with a hope and a prayer that you are hearing from God and that you are helping and not hindering His process in the person.

· Prison Trip:  On the weekend I returned from California, had a prison trip to Canyon City scheduled (bad timing!).  Roberta, Mary, Jim, Paul and I …..

COLUMBIA TRIP

   I have just purchased airline tickets for the trip to Columbia on July 2 through 10.  (Whoa!  Very expensive!  Thanks so much to those of you who sent special offerings during the last couple of months and made this trip possible.)  The actual conference in Leticia, Columbia, with some 2,000 pastors and leaders from Columbia, Brazil, and other nations, will be July 5, 6, 7, and 8.  I will be part of a 4-man team to share teaching and ministry. 

   My friend Dale Witt, with Global Advance in Dallas, told me on the phone that they have learned that when people are fasting and praying the results of the outreach are greatly multiplied.  (Why didn’t I think of this for my Mexico trips?)  Each person going is lining up people to fast and pray, for one day each, to cover travel and conference time.  So, I am requesting that you fast and pray for us on one day between July 2 – 10.  I will depend on the Holy Spirit to direct you to choose the right day so the whole trip will be covered.  Would you please let me know if you will participate in this tremendous ministry opportunity by covering us in prayer in this way?  (I will remind you in my June newsletter and furnish other details.)
CALLED TO BE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

    In Luke 14:25, great multitudes were following Jesus because of his healings and the miraculous provision of bread, and he turned to them and said:  If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters (in comparison to his love for Me), yes, and his own life also, He cannot be My disciple.  Jesus then warns the people to count the cost before flippantly saying they would be His disciple. He concludes this teaching by saying in Vs. 33:  So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be my disciple.
   In Matt. 16:24, Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me….For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?...  In Matt. 28:19, the resurrected Christ says, Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations……teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you…..   Michael Brown, a Jewish Christian who is president of Fire School of Ministry in North Carolina, says in his book, Revolution in the Church, that being a disciple of Christ means (1) to deny yourself, to say no to self-will, personal desires and fleshly lusts (2) to take up your cross and die to your old life, with the implication of embracing rejection, shame and suffering if necessary (3) the unconditional sacrifice of your whole life for the whole of life in order to do God’s will.

   Michael says that when he teaches this Biblical model many people will say to him, “You are describing a ‘disciple’ in the time of Jesus.  But I am just a normal Christian, a member of a local church.  But I am born-again. I have accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior as it says in Romans 10.”  Michael points out that the word “Christian” is used only 3 times in the New Testament, the word “believer” is used 26 times, while the word “disciple” is used 260 times!  And the first time the word “Christian” is used is in Acts 11:26, which says, ……And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.
   He asks, what does being a “believer” in Christ mean anyway?  It can mean absolutely nothing.  You can believe the words that Christ was the Son of God who died for our sins and was resurrected, etc., and be a million miles from being a disciple.  Remember that James 2:19 says,  Even the demons believe – and tremble.  But the demons are not Christians (disciples)!  James is illustrating the point that faith without works is dead.

   Michael makes the telling point:  Who gave us the right to change the conditions that Jesus clearly spelled out again and again, and that the New Testament clearly defines in a hundred different ways, of what it means to be a Christian (a disciple)?
   Friends, the Christian church in our dear nation is in deep deception.  It is modeling and preaching a form of Christianity that is nothing like the New Testament model.  It is a form of religion without power, without love, without sacrifice.  Frankly, and I am being absolutely honest here, church life for the most part is bo-ring!  That’s why our young people bail out as soon as they have the freedom to do so.  What an insult to the God of Heaven, that we have reduced His worship and service to boring, stifling, religion!  
   The only thing we have to offer to God is our life.  You are not your own, you were bought with a price……  Make of your bodies a living sacrifice.  If we offer less than everything, Christianity simply doesn’t work, it becomes man-made religion.  God wants a people who will act like Jesus because they are full of Jesus.  He wants them to transform this world and to bring His Kingdom, His love, His healing, His freedom, His light, to this place of sin and sickness and hopelessness and darkness.  Yes, there is a price to pay, but as my dad used to say (and it was not original with him), we aren’t going to get out of this world alive anyway, so isn’t it great that we can make our lives count for something great, something eternal.  Such a deal! 
   Christ offers us a life of self-denial, sacrifice, and suffering.  But He offers us more than that:  He offers us the abundant life, a life of joy and peace, the restoration of intimacy with our Heavenly Father!  And He offers us a life of adventure and creativity, as we are led into the very life that our Creator personally fashioned us for.  Our lives are not without meaning and significance, we are children of the creative genius that designed this cosmos.  This is our destiny, and it is fabulous beyond words!  And then, of course, there is Heaven, eternal life, and the rewards for a life of obedience.

    I am writing this at my computer on Thursday, May 17th.  Yesterday afternoon my son Terry phoned me from Collbran to tell me that the man he has been doing some part-time work for, Greg, the man who bought Lynne Cummings ranch, died suddenly a couple of hours before while he was mowing the grass at the ranch.  He was 52 years old.  Greg was a committed Christian and a fine man.  The point is that we don’t know when we arise in the morning if it will be our last day.  And then, according to the Bible, will come the judgment.  Perhaps it is time for us to reevaluate our lives and our relationship with God. 
QUOTES FROM BILL JOHNSON AT THE HARVEST ROCK CONFERENCE

· The Old Testament teaches about the power of sin:  if you touched a leper you became defiled.  The New Testament teaches about the power of righteousness:  Jesus touched a leper and the leper was healed.

· There is a big difference between believing that God sends sickness, and understanding that at times God lifts His hand of protection so that people reap the consequences of their choices.

· Some people, when they are confronted with sickness, pray with resignation, “Thy will be done.“  But they don’t know what God’s will is.  We know what it is, God’s will was Jesus, and He healed all who came to Him.

· Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil:  sin, sickness, and torment!

· Every time the Lord says, “I will be with you,” it is in the face of an impossible task:  think of Abraham, Moses, Joshua, the disciples, the church, you!
· David killed Goliath.  Four other giants were killed in the Bible, every one of them by men who followed David.  If you want to kill giants, hang around giant-killers.

· Pharisees were and are happy with good doctrine.  Disciples want to live the experience that Jesus provided; i.e., normal Christianity.

· Everything that Jesus did on earth He did as a man, since He set aside His divine rights and power and functioned only through the power of the Holy Spirit.

· Without power, the gospel is not good news.

· 3rd John says, “Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.”  That is, your health is tied to another factor, your prosperity of soul.  Ex:  Interest rate is pegged to 2 points above prime.  Therefore, as your mind prospers (no anxiety, fear, anger, stress), your whole body is automatically healthy.  “Through diligence the soul is made fat.”
· Isaiah 54 says, “Shout for joy, o barren one…..break forth into joyful shouting….for the sons of the desolate one will be more numerous than etc.”  In other words, praise will change the situation!  The City of God has gates of pearl.  Pearls are created through irritation.  The gates are the dwelling place of God.  As you stand before your biggest obstacle/irritation, shout praises to God, and God will come into the gates, and a pearl will come magically into existence!

· If the gospel preached in most churches had been preached by Jesus, He would not have been crucified.  The gospel rightly preached is an offense to the world.  
· Bill told about the death of Karen, the church secretary.  She was a radiant Christian who died an agonizing death to cancer despite the incessant fasting and intercession of the church.  On the Sunday night following her death, Bill called for an all-church healing service, absolutely refusing to allow Satan to derail God’s clear mandate for healing in the New Testament.

· Microwave Christians are half-baked.  Take time with God.  Continue before God until the peace that passes understanding comes.  Hang onto what God has taught you in times of disappointment.

· When the devil manifests himself (during deliverance sessions, for instance), he is being forced into it.  His desire is to stay hidden.  You have the authority of heaven to destroy the works of the devil.
